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Those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it.

-George Santayana


https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/george_santayana_101521
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/george_santayana_101521

Chesterfield Township History

Focus on Springtime

At various times, Chesterfield Township has been home to two different, famous flower facilities.

The firstvasthe Kaleb Tulip Farmvhichwas located on Gratiot, south of 22 Mile Road.
’;a?

The Kaleb Farm Windmill on Gratiot at 22 Mile Road

It was marked by a giant windmill, which met an unfortunate end when a plane landed on it in
1960, killing its five passengers and scattering remnants over miles. The farm, wkndwwas
all overfor its tulips, meandered out and sold the land in thel'9&Ds.

The other major flower operation was located at the bordeClodsterfield Township and New
Baltimore at 23 Mile Road and Main Street. It was Lakeside Gardens, run by the Koenig family,
and in the 1950s caused t hpitalafthe Worldbo Tbhee yk n o wn
created heir owntype of dahlias!
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Lakeside Gardens in the 1950s (Courtesy of Jim Genso)

Lakeside Gardens (Courtesy of Jim Genso)



Did You Know?

What would you guess be if someone asked you what you thougluidiest road in the
township was iBratiot Avenu@ 23 Mile Road? Beatrice Court?

The answer is Sugarbush, which has all the others beat by at least 5,000 years. Sugarbush has
been known by many namée, | inmbiRauddgTehaglitbadbe Tr ai
Bush Road, spelled as two words. The Sugarbush name commemorates the Sugar Maple Trees
that were once in abundance on the road, used to make sugar and maple syrup.

Why was Sugarbush Road the first road in the area? It had once been thefralgéoier left

over from the last Ice Age, and had been used as a trail by the Native Americans for the last 5 to
10,000 years.




A Look Back: Twenty Years Ago

What was happening in the historical society twenty years ago? The monthly meeting minutes
from the May and June 2000 reveal many exciting projects.

*TheMay2000tr easur er 6s report revealed a bal ance

* Talk of moving a little barn dbig barn to the historical village, the lgtbarn was rotted at the
base and deemed impossiblerove.

* The bell tower is complete! A video showing the installation of the bell tower was shown after
the May meeting. It was suggested to show the vicechannel 6.

* Thanks to Burr and Georgalisplay case was added to the interior of the school. George has
another picture of Weller, plus another and will frame them.

* The pasta dinner was a huge success. 182 tickets sold, approximately $4091@6fitpm
50/50 and $60 for outhouse buttons, $15 from shirt sale.

* Mary Jane, Jerry, George, Tom, and Mary D. salvaged doors, window weights, electrical panel
and breakers, hardware and latches, pieces of oak trim from New Baltimore houses.

* Two setsof volunteers from Selfridge Marine Corps will do all the labor on a bridge over the
creek, but no material and will not work on it until next year. The footings should be put in this
year.

* Jerry and Don are waiting for footings for the outhouse.
* Bids were sent out fachool windows, plaster, porch, electric.
* Janet K. planted flowers in the memorial garden.

* Mary Jane talked to Joe G. about putting pipes utidesreek since the water level is low.



Bernard Trinity lectures at the Tiimliisary and Museum

The first library and museum in Chesterfield was started by Bernard Trinity. Librarian and Society
Secretary Adam Mueller has written a biography about Bernard Trinity.

INFO:

Duane / Kathy Vosburg 586 -949 -3810, Rick DeClaire 586 -296 -23 63, Adam
Mueller 248 -872 -2642

Website: www.chesterfieldhistoricalsociety.org

LIKE us on FACEBOOK - Chesterfield Historical Society
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