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Charles E. & Estella F. Riley Farm
Perry • Established: September 8, 1919
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he Charles E. and Estella F. Riley Farm was established
in Perry, Michigan, on September 8, 1919. Prior to
owning the farm, Charles served in World War I as a sergeant
in Company F, 164th Infantry Regiment. The couple had
three sons—Harry, Aaron, and Stanley—and lived in Twelve
Corners, Michigan. After Harry bought a farm in Perry, he
told his father that the farm next door was for sale and urged
him to purchase the land and move the family there. Charles
bought the farm and moved himself, his wife, and their sons
Aaron and Stanley, along with Stanley’s wife, Margaret, and
children, Louise and Ellsworth.
The farm passed on to Louise, who reared two children,
Mary Ellen and Charles, on the farm. In addition to growing
corn and wheat, it operated as a dairy farm. The operation
continued into the 1960s, when the dairy herd was sold and
the farmland was leased out. The farm has seen many barns
throughout the years, since two early barns burned down.
Another barn was constructed in the 1940s but taken down
three decades later. The original 1940s milk house still stands
on the farm today, and a pole barn was built in 2001. U

This Centennial Farm
designation is sponsored by

Above: The pole barn, built in 2001.
Inset: The milk house, which was
constructed in the 1940s.

New Sign Option Available
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Operated by HSM since 2008, the Michigan
Centennial Farm program has certified
thousands of farms since its inception in 1948.
Now, HSM is offering a new way to show your
pride for your centennial family farm! Farm
owners have the opportunity to
add their names to their current
display markers. New for 2020
is a personalized name sign
that has the family farm name
and established year on it. The
new green-and-yellow marker
measures 30 by 6 inches.

Take Your Place
in Michigan’s
Farming History

Name Sign Addition: $49.95
For more information about
the new sign option or to
obtain an application packet,
please call (517) 324-1828 or
visit hsmichigan.org.

With the Michigan
Centennial Farm Program
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